Whitlam slips
—into Timor
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SINGAPORE, Tues. — The h'.trmerv

Australian Prime

Whitlam, has

gone to

Minister, Mr
strife-torn

East Timor on an unannounced visit.

Indonesian officials
agreed to the trip so that
Mr Whitlam could make
an “independent assess-
ment” of how the former

Portuguese .colony is be-

ing governed.

Indonesian troops, who
invaded East Timor in
1976, are battling nation-
alist Fredelin guerrillas.

Mr Whitlam has made

comments supporting in-.

ternational recognition
for Indonesia’s incorpora-
tion of East Timor as a
province,

The United Nations
does not recognise the
takeover. :

Mr Whitlam arrived in
Dili on Sunday and is due
back in Jakarta on
Thursday night.

He is travelling with
Indonesian officials and
Sydney Morning Herald
journalist, Mr Peter Has-
tings. ) i

Western diplomats in
Jakarta said tonight the
trip was arranged by Mr
Hastings to provide an
independent ‘answer to
allegations that Indones-
ian administrators are
using famine and murder
to reduce East Timor’s
population to a manage-
able level.

Mr Hastings, who has
visited  Jakarta three
times in the past 18
months, is the first per-
son to escape a 12-month
blackban on Australian
journalists working for
Australian companies.

He also is the first
foreign journalist allowed

Gough itlam

into East Timor since
February 1980, when the
Sydney Morning Herald’s
Mr Peter Rodgers brought
out stories and photo-
graphs of a famine on
the island.

The diplomats said Mr
Hastings had well-placed
connections in the Indo-
nesian hierarchy and was
highly regarded by Presi-
dent Soeharto, although
many of his articles on
East Timor have heen
critical of Indonesia.

Mr ‘Whitlam also s
highly regarded by the
Soeharto Government.

He 'has encouraged
Australian MPs and busi-
nessmen to forge closer
links with Indonesia.

Roman Catholic organi-
sations recently have ac-
cused Indonesian troops
on East Timor of forcing
civilians to take part in
anti-guerrilla sweeps.

Catholic relief agencies
and the human rights or-
ganisation, Amnesty In-
ternational, also have re-
ported-executions and dis-
appearances -among the

civilian . population.
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