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Gough Walks_ tall again, even

if it’s no long

er on water

The former Prlme Minister, Mr Whltlam, wnth an Indonesian officer and prisoners .in the Comarca, a prison in
' ~ Dili, East Tlmors largest toyn. He was told thene “ere only 13 polmcal detamecs in the jail.

Whnlam rgtumed to..

He asmunded Indonesian Mm«

thG g{‘ d thousl h "PETER HASTINGS, Herald Foreign Ednor, travelled "to ‘East Timor
e world stage as though he ™ jagt week with the former Prime Minister, Mr Whitlam, on an

had never left 1t in thc ﬁrst ... . unofficial four-day visit, He filed this report.

: :stcrs with a whole -new ‘lexicon
" of possibilities -— felevisi, - tele-

to Jakarta to talk to. him' before

of _visiting eve
-cach schodl,

place. - - & ‘ A
*how " many ,Tctum‘ (the most
- widely  spoken Timorese langu-

“Bckas perdana menten Aus-‘

‘tralia” (former Australian Prime

Minister) he unhesitatingly. intro-
duced himself wherever he went
during his four-day trip to East-
Timor,

In part this Was due to the fdct
that the Indonesians were parti-
cularly helpful wherever he- went, -

not merely for State purposes but -
becduse they like his style. -~ =
President Soeharto, cut short

an’ urgent visit to Solo to return

he left for Australia, :
Indonesians . like- him’ because

ways alone among_senior: politi-
aays ‘alone among senior politi-
cians on the Right and.Left m

Australia in taking an. active in- .

terest-in. South-East Asia and the
Paclﬁc. { SR
- He avoided the trap of 1 rcmam--
ing fixated on the.events of 19‘75
and concentrated, on what fhe
Red. Cross and ‘other ‘agént es
were doirig: in. Timor ‘and "o :
donesian jplans for the future, "
He made a pomt for- e}.ample
-classroom”
asking " the same>
qucstions ‘of !eachcrs and pupils:

— how manywpoke Portugucse

-age) and How many Indonesian?
. He asked where ‘the villages
were, if they had been hungry
and what they wanted to do.
‘In Maliana, he noticed on a
-blackboard algebraic equations
being . worked on by students of
16 years and above, students who
-have -suffered “the catastrophic
events of 1975 and after. .
~How Jong had algebra been

- taught, ‘he asked finally eliciting’
:; -the -answer ‘that " in Portuguese
" times algebra had been taught

he likes. them. rather too uncri-- “only in'Dili to a fortunate few.

tically, . perhaps.
- -But it-is a small. reservatlon -

‘Whetever he ‘went in’ s$mall
-centres he .took «careful note of
bush hospltals their patients and "

~+whether -they~had adequate sup-

phcs of drugs. .

stand in’ questioning Timorese,

Indones;ans or. Red Cross ‘work-
- ers, ‘he: vmuld‘patnently go over

Agaln. vy
Sweatmg profusely .in, torrid

heat hc ook copious notes ‘with

_the ‘sume. impressive - speed with

Wthh "he demolished "-whatever

tood was placcd in front of him.
““"He © Wag ' ‘particularly - patient
. with the Apostoﬁc Administrator,

iMonsignor < Martinho  da Costa’

Whatever he did not under-'

‘ thc 'BishOp going over his accu-

sations of Indonesian atrocitics
and allegations of hunger and

“deprivation. — where was the

famine; where had atrocities oc-
curred; how manv have been
killed; where did the bishop get
his information; had he, himself,
visited the areas referred to; if so,
when?

His general impression at 'the
end of the tour was that allega-
tions of famine were unfounded,
that the relative absence of armed -
forces -and . the relaxed attitudes’
of those in bush. centres, includ- .
ing doctors,” nurses and teachers,
indicated that Fretilin was flmsh-
ed as 2 mlhtaxy force;

“Theé " Indonesians in. - fact
answered every question he put to :

them very fully and with a single

exception, perniitted him to, ‘see-
all that he asked to see. The

exception was "six political priso-"

ners in Dili’s. jail. He ‘did - not
press. his pomt but noted 1t ‘in
. his diary.’ b

On the lmhtcr sndc, ‘his. wit
left some Indonesians’ “puzzled. -

There are u few. Enghsh words
- like confrontation, transmigration-
. and - integration which: can- - be
rendered as konfrontasi, trans-
migrasi and ‘integrasi. They are

. observers. —. from ‘the '

kommunikasi, disposisi- and rock
bottom, incapacitasi.

But for one exchange he - gets"
full marks. :

Walking down a bush track in
oppressive heat, 1 remarked.that"
I could think of better things to
do.

“T will confess, comrade,” he
rejoined drily, “that I used to be
better on water.”

In Canberra’ yesterday e',
Australian -Council for Overseas
Aid rejected reassurances by Mr
Whitlam regarding the situation
in East Timor."

The executive dlrector of the
councnl, Mr Bob Whan, said the

-council did not regard-Mr Whit-
~lam as an mdependent obseryer
‘an .

‘because - had - been ~
-apolo ngt for “the . Indonesnan
“Government:” ERARIE

“Mr Whan, ‘2. former Federal

'member for Eden-Monaio ‘who

served in the Whitlam -Govern- .

-mént, said the council had called .

for some time for independent
United -

Nations: < . the | lntemanonal -

Assocxatnon of Junsts “to.enter
East Timor . zmd report-on condJ-
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'PAGE 3: Irnuted Jndoncsxa -
leaves ¢orn*on- docks. & = L
PAGE 7T: The : Timor ,dcath
" toll: one answer ihat can never
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