it began g

In the b(-omntnrr a shabby
evasion of the responsnbﬂmes
which go into the making of
a credilable foreign policy.
~ Now, as the corpses rot and
‘the hvmg cry for help, a timid
shying - away by <Canberra
:from the cort Ot gesture by
which . Australia could make
some amends for its .military -
weakness and gutless dxplo-'
macy.

Such 3 gesture wou}d re- -
. guire .us tu prove that our
humariitarian principles are
not~ pfopaganda cant — but
Something to.be. asserted. de-
“terminedly, . 7 Sprompily”
‘without cringe to-“protoeol’. *
Tens of thousands of Timorese
ave been starved into suh».
mission by Ihe Indonesians.
~ ‘Most of -them are innocent. .
viétims of the cross-currents
of eivif war.-and a ruthless In-.
donestin - take-over..of :their
country: underawmien by. the
Whitlam and Fraser govern-

brave-allics against Japan.

7 Butbefore RAAF transports
can fly in emergency rations
and medical aid, and the RAN
“be organised to take supplies
by sea, Canberra st study

yet - another

the plea eI a°spokesman -for
c-Peaecek.

Fand

ments. Mauy of them were our

“preport”, -This" is

;‘,‘Tens of thousands of
_'Tnmorese have been
starved into submlssmn
by the lndonesnans
,f?DOUGLAS WILKlE on

AUSTRAL[A’S lgnoble spectator ro!e in the
" Timor tragedy on its dodrstep is endmg as.

<

we cannot uqk offending. the'

sensitivities of Jakarta.

Jakarts has hitherto refused '

to allow the International Red
Cross into ‘Timor, on the ex-
cuse that it gould handle the
‘situation by itseif (No prymg
eyes, pleascl).

Sa President Soehatto and
- his generals. must -.now . he
saved from loss of face.. N

-They must not be’ furccd into
adnuttmg that-. the 7. ships
and plancs they “eould muster
to mount a military invasion
of East Timer could not-be

s spated fa: lay ‘in the stock-

piles-of food that would inevit-
ably “be ‘needed to meet the
consequences of a - eonguest-
“by-starvation strategy.

The generals must not be '

“seen  as . begging for jnter-
natmna.l aid to get them out of

deliberate making.
-, obliged ,to play along

Our . forexgr} pollc'y, ‘what
there is of it, is tighily geared

to a “friendly” Indonesia, and

io the pood-will of all those

other Tmrd “World natlons“'

-~ which spend  tHrée -times ‘as

qmuch on arms as ‘they receive °

In foreign economic aid.

-a horrer situation of their 0wn

7 And Canhérra, it seems, feels .

Our shlrkmg of any overt €o-

operation with Indonesm to
achieve a peaceful transfer of

- sovereignty in Portugals dere-
~ ‘liet colony was bad enough.:

Even worse was our studied

‘ avoidance, in 1975, of any help

for those Timorese. who. sought
to flee the xmpendmg “holo-
caust,

These facts are written in- -

delibly into a shameful chap-
ter of Australian history.

.80 is the -sordid political
gamesmanship in Canberra, as

.all the parties have tried to

unioad their gmlt. cumplexes on

‘each other.:-
‘Before Ismel's Pmme Min-
~...all of the five years that have~ .

Daud he caned m the Labor _;elapsed smce Mr Whmam he- .

ister ‘Begin- went to ~Camp

Opposition leader to consult__

him in private.

When an Austrahan ‘Prime
Minister embarks on . foreign
‘policy -making he. can be €er-
tain that the Opposition lead-
er will Insult him-in public,
regardless of the natmnal -in-
terest!

Australia has reducad 1tself

to military impotence. It relies’
* instead on a *“koala” diplo-

macy which invites a sneer
from its potential enemies and
a sad :smile fmm 1ts potential
allies,

im!:hnves CAN we claim in

‘South Africs

latedly carried an olive branch

to Peking? :
Recognition of Moscow's an-
nexation cof tiie Baltic repub-

lics? A few more swipes ab

and Rbhodesia?
“Prolests of loyalty to the Uni-
ted Natious. as long as it con-
veniently avoids involving it-

- self — or us — in any of the

‘more pitiakle tragedies of our
time, in Indo- (,hma black
Africa, and Timor?

To be fuir, we did send a
squad of 35 police to help en-

. force “peace” m ravaged C},-

What fruitful’ forelgn policy .° prus

~“Whether ,or not they re stili
there not- cne in a thousand

~Australians knows — or cares!



